Data representation in healthcare: a design for a freely-available openly-developed international reference terminology for healthcare.
The importance of data representation in healthcare has been of concern for centuries. In the last fifty years there has been an increasing awareness of the need for formal representations of terminological systems. We propose that terminological system development should be consensus driven and the product of iterative open refinement in order to practically serve the needs of the healthcare community. The system of development and maintenance of such a system must involve recruitment of the best and the brightest in the medical community to take responsibility for insuring the accuracy and completeness of such an effort. We suggest a method for algorithmically building a starting point for such a reference terminology. Further we suggest a distributed authoring environment that would allow domain experts to contribute regardless of their location or language. Open intellectual contribution is the necessary ingredient for a consensus based international health reference terminology.